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Notes from the Pastor…  
In the last week of January, on January 24 and 

26, the church remembers two young pastors of 

the early church, Timothy and Titus. Paul 

mentored both of these young men, he had them 

accompany him on several missionary journeys, 

he relied on them for transmitting messages and 

letters, and ultimately he installed them as 

leaders at the churches in Ephesus and Crete. He 

wrote letters to them which are in our New 

Testament, letters which are known by the 

names 1 & 2 Timothy, and Titus. 

As I was reviewing the Pastoral Epistles during these two days, I was 

struck by the word, “trustworthy.” Paul encouraged Titus, as he was 

appointing church leaders, that those chosen should, among other 

things, Titus 1:9 (ESV) hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, 

so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also 

to rebuke those who contradict it. 

God’s word is trustworthy. We can believe what it says, and hold firm 

to it. Christian doctrine is important. It leads and guides us, it instruct 

us, it rebukes our sin, and teaches us how to live fruitful lives. Titus 

3:8 (ESV) The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these 

things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to 

devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and 

profitable for people. 

The most trustworthy thing we hear from the scriptures is that Jesus 

Christ came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15 (ESV) The 

saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 
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Without this word, we are hopeless, helpless. God created us. He 

knows us. He loves us. And in our need, he sent His Son to be our 

Savior. Yes, we have difficulties, struggles, and hardships. We have 

been united to Christ in our baptism. That means we receive the 

benefits of His cross, but also that we have a cross of our own. But we 

have hope, we have the confidence of Christ’s presence and 

protection. 

Paul wrote further to Timothy, 1 Timothy 4:6–10 (ESV) If you put 

these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ 

Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine 

that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly 

myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; 8 for while bodily training 

is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds 

promise for the present life and also for the life to come. 9 The saying 

is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. 10 For to this end we 

toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who 

is the Savior of all people, especially of 

those who believe.  

We do have our hope set on the living 

God, and that living God has given us 

his word. We can trust it, for it gives us 

the life God wants to give. 

In Christ our Lord, 

 

Pastor Franck 

 
Lay Delegate and Alternate needed! 

*Mount Olive needs to designate a lay delegate and 
alternate to serve as a representative of Mount Olive 

Lutheran Church at our LCMS Minnesota North District 

Convention on May 9-11 in Brainerd, Minnesota. If you are 
interested or want more information about what this entails, 
please talk to Pastor Franck or see one of the Elders. Thank 
you. 
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From the Church Office...  

 

Hello to everyone and I hope you are 
all staying healthy.  I am recovering 
from my bout with covid just fine.  
Thank you so much for the card and 
prayers; they were very much 
appreciated!   

Mt. Olive is trying to get back to its 
pre-covid self!  We are having coffees, 
new bible studies, and the main 
event; our 1oo Year Anniversary.  
Watch for updates concerning 
activities for the anniversary! 

“My Savior Lives Northland” is going strong; The LWML is 
still making Blessing Bags, collecting for the Eyeglass 
Collection and doing other projects; the Priscilla Circle has 
worked tirelessly to make sure the Library is interesting and 
expansive.  There are other activities going on in the church 
if you would like to join in! 

It’s wonderful to have a lively church! 

 
*Don’t forget to check your mailboxes at the church.  Pick up 

your 2022 offering envelopes.    And don’t forget – those annual 

reports need to be turned into the office. Thank you in advance! 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day everyone! 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Julie 
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Circle News: 
The schedule is as follows: 

• The Woman’s Bible Study meets 

for a Bible Study, Thursday’s at 

10:00am at church.  The day was 

changed from Tuesdays. This is 

open to all woman of the church.   
  

 

The next MITES offering will be 
February 6th.  Thank you so much for 

your generous support! 

The mites collected on January 
2nd by the LWML totaled $117.18. 
The mites that are collected fund 

mission grants voted on by the 
district and national LWML. The 
LWML thanks you! 

THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly 

on the first Sunday of the month at the end of the 

service. The collection box will be next to the exit 

of the church.  Watch the bulletin monthly inserts 

regarding the distribution of the monies collected. 

 

Mite Offerings Update 

 

As of December 31, 2021, the LWML mite 
offerings received for the month were 
$161,011. Added to the existing offerings, 
the total offerings this biennium totals 
$979,003! The LWML has been blessed 
with many faithful donors! We thank them 
and our Lord who continues to bless His 
people through the LWML. 
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Blessing Bags 
The LWML has assembled a new supply of 
blessing bags, and they are in a bin in the Upper 
Room. As you may recall, a blessing bag is a 
gallon Ziplock bag full of items to have in your car 
to give to somebody in need that you may 
encounter. The blessing bags are filled with non-
perishable snacks, hygiene items, gift cards, etc. 
and include information on when our church services are held. 
You can keep them handy in your car, so that you can always be 
“generous and ready to share” (1 Tim. 6:18) at a moment’s notice. 
This may be a scary experience for some of us, stepping outside 
of our comfort zone and handing a bag to a stranger, but what a 
witness it is of our faith – these people are loved by God just as 
we are! Feel free to take a blessing bag with you as you leave 
church and pass it out as the opportunity arises. 

In order to assemble more bags, we are in need of the following 
items: soft granola bars, craisins, travel size shampoo, travel size 
deodorant, Chapstick and small packages of hand wipes. If you 
are able to pick up any of these items, please leave them next to 
the bin in the Upper Room. 

 Thank you for your support and for showing the love of Christ to 
our neighbors in need. 

 
Thursday Morning Women's  

Bible Study 
 

Please come and join us at 10am on 

Thursday mornings here at Mt. Olive for a 
bible study.  We are continuing reading 
through Christ and Calamity by Harold Senkbeil.  We are talking 
about suffering as part of the Christian life.  As many already know 
our foster baby has been in the ICU since the beginning of January 
for a replacement of a shunt in his heart.  What was supposed to be 
a routine surgery for him was not.  It has been bittersweet to see 
him in his hospital bed hooked up to a ventilator and many tubes. 
It may sound strange to say, but it has been beautiful to watch him 
suffer.  Let me explain.  I see him as a baptized child of God 
enduring his scars for Christ's sake.  He has a smile on his face and 
a light in his eyes and a peace about him that can only come from 
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God.  At times tears are coming down his face and he is looking at 
us as if to say I'm hurting but I will bear this burden with grace and 
he lays in that bed without anger, bitterness, complaint or even 
trying to pull out his tubes.  He is bearing his cross. He cries out 
Psalm 119:94 Jesus, I am yours; save me.  God continues to heal him 
day by day and we are so grateful that God has spared his life 
knowing that he has created him to tell the world that with God 
you can face anything.  
In our study of Christ and Calamity we read that faith is waiting 
patiently for something hoped for. Just as pain and suffering comes 
in all sorts of sizes what matters isn't the amount of faith we have; 
it's the object of our faith.  The Lord in whom we trust is what 
matters. Faith is the hand that grasps the promises of God. Finally, 
he speaks about lamenting with the book of Psalms.  (For example, 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?) The psalms of 
lament teach us how to file a complaint with God and complaining 
isn't whining.  When you go to your doctor, you're not whining; 
you're just explaining where you hurt because you  know your 
condition should receive attention.  It may not go away; some of 
the symptoms may remain but you've 
gone to someone who can do something 
about it. Though you are in distress, you 
can place yourself- your body and soul 
and all things into his care, believing that 
for Jesus' sake, your Father in heaven 
fervently loves you and will see you 
through your present suffering. 
Teach me to trust in you even if it means 
sickness that your good and gracious will 
is to be done in my life for the 
preservation of my faith in Christ and if 
I'm stripped of everything that I may take 
pleasure in- so be it.  Thy will be done. 

 

Thrivent Members are reminded to designate 

your Thrivent Choice dollars as soon as 

possible!   
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From the Head Usher...  

In order to make it easier to fill the Usher 
positions; we have posted an Usher Signup 

sheet under the calendar and coffee signup 
sheet in the Narthex.  I hope this makes it 
easier to see what dates are available.  Thank 
you in advance for your participation!  

Arden Weaver 

 
      

100 Year Anniversary 
Wow! It's here. This is Mt. Olive's 100-
year anniversary. The celebrations are 
being planned, but we need your help. 

We need your ideas, your time, and your talents. If you are 
able to contribute any of these please contact Jon 
Farchmin, Pastor, or myself. We would like this to be a 
yearlong celebration, and hope everyone agrees to the 
importance of this milestone, and is willing to help out. 
Thank you in advance for your help in this matter. 

Tim Jezierski  
Chairman Board of Elders  

 

100 Years of History 

Note Date Change  

March 11, 7pm 

Not many churches in Duluth can have a 100-year celebration. 
Proudly, we can! In fact, our history actually goes farther back than 
that. Join us February 23 at 7pm for a presentation on those 100+ years 
of history and faith. Also, bring your stories. Many of you were here 
when important events occurred, and you are part of that history. It is 
a blessing for all of us to stand on the shoulders of those that came 
before us in this journey of 100 years. Hope to see you March 11. 
Popcorn and beverages will be served.  
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I Need Your Stories 
When I started preparing for my presentation, I used the extensive 
research that Julie Igo had done for our 100-year commemorative 
book being published this spring. When we gather, let’s share more 
personal memories of our faith journey at Mt. olive.  Below are 
some of the events that I am personally curious about. If you were 
involved or just have heard stories, I’d like to hear from you. 

• 1921 – 1956 – Experiences from the 4th St. and 19th Ave. church 

• May, 1956 – The walk from the old church to our current church 

• 1957 – 1977+ - The Puppet Ladies 

• 1960’s – 1970’s – The youth programs at Mt. Olive 

• 1970’s – 2000’s – Multiple kitchen remodels 

• 1971 – Clean-up after fire and impressions of damage, especially     
at the service 2 days later 

• 1971 – The emotions surrounding the loss of our Christmas 
ornaments in the fire and the effort to replace by Christmas 

• 1993 – Impressions and emotions when entering the addition 
and Sanctuary for the first time after the remodel. 

• And More – Any other stories you would like to share.  
 

Hope to hear from you, For Written responses: 
jon.farchmin@gmail.com  
Carol and my church mailbox 
If you prefer a phone call:  218-349-0133 

 
Did you know there is a new book that tells the 
story of Mt. Olive's past 100 years of history? 
Coming next week! On Sunday, Feb. 20, a copy of 
the book will be available to look over and place 
advance orders. Cost is $20 per book with payment due at 
time of order. (Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team Grant, a 
small number of books will also be offered at 50% discount for 
members with limited income.) Book orders will be accepted 
for the next several Sundays, so everyone has a chance to 
order their own copy of this book celebrating Mt. Olive's 100 
years. 
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Calendar 
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News from Lutheran Island Camp 
 

5011 230th St. Henning, MN 56551 
 

218.583.2905 
 

info@islandcamp.org 
 

Quilt Retreat - April 19-24 
Calling all quilters! Come on out to the Island 
for some fellowship, relaxation, and, of course, 

QUILTING! Registration is 
open for each retreat. The 

cost is $265 for all five 
nights. Only staying for two 
or three nights? Contact us 
at (218) 583-2905 for more 

pricing options. 

 

Sunday, February 6th 

Prayer – Gracious Lord, we all know 

someone who needs to hear the 

Gospel.  Give us the opportunity to talk 

to them about our faith in Jesus.  Work 

through the words we share to them.  

Send Your Holy Spirit to open their 

hearts and receive Your message of 

forgiveness and peace.  Lord in Your 

mercy. 

 

 

mailto:info@islandcamp.org
https://www.islandcamp.org/annual-quilt-auction
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible) 
2021 total served = 78 (3 Bibles) 
 
Total served thru January = 3 (0 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet 

door in the Upper Room. 
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Mission Sunday is February 20th 

Mount Olive Scholarship Fund 

The February mission project for the third Sunday in 

February will be Mount Olive's Scholarship Fund. This 

fund has lain dormant for many years, but was recently 

revived, both in expenditures and donations. Recent 

recipients include Josef Muench and Jacob Franck. 

 

The fund is for Mount Olive members who are intending 

to go into church work, and is applied for through the 

Board of Elders. If you want to donate to this fund, you 

can bring it to the service on February 20th during the 

freewill offering, or make an offering at any time and 

indicate that it is for the Scholarship Fund. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There will be a free will offering after the service.   

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR 

Channel 6, Duluth.  MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR 

Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, 

regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world. 

The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  

My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite 

systems carrying these stations.  

Feb 6th 
Pastor Robert Franck 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church - Duluth, MN 

Feb 13th 
Rev. John Bonk 
Shepherd of the Lake – Two Harbors, MN 

Feb 20th 
Pastor Mark Peske 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church - Cohasset, MN  
 

Feb 27th 
Rev. John Bonk 
Shepherd of the Lake – Two Harbors, MN 
 

Please send contributions c/o: 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth MN  55812 
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From our Seminarian 

Dear Mt Olive,  

Thank you again for all your support. I am at the 

beginning of another new semester. Even though I am 

only three weeks in, I have already been very busy. The 

weekend before classes started, I had my first drill of the 

new year and that went well. It was a pretty typical drill 

however the February drill will be a banquet. There was 

however freezing rain on the first day of the two-day drill. The entire 

highway was coated in a thin layer of ice and that is perhaps the only 

time I have ever seen the majority of cars drive the speed limit in 

Chicago. I was driving 20 miles under the speed limit, and I was still 

worried about crashing. However in a way it turned out to be a good 

thing because they let us out 5 hours early the second day of drill so we 

could get out of the parking lot since they never salted it. So, I will have 

to wear my dress uniform and that may be a bit tight since it is a tailored 

dress uniform and I had it tailored during basic training when I was 

twenty pounds under my normal weight. But I’m sure I’ll be able to 

make it work. On the plus side, that drill doesn’t happen till February 

25th, so I have some time to lose some weight. On that note I recently 

went to a specialist who advised me to go gluten free for 90 days and 

since my dining hall doesn’t have a ton of gluten free options, I have 

been mostly eating salads and vegetables for meals. This is probably the 

second most healthy I’ve ever been, second only to my time in basic 

training when I really didn’t have any choice over what I ate. I’ve also 

been working out pretty regularly lately although I was taking it pretty 

easy the first week or so of college because when I came back from drill 

the first day, I got my car back safely however while walking back to my 

dorm I slipped on the ice and fell on my elbow which caused some 

swelling. But it seems to be all better now.   

I have already been on two trips this semester, first I went on a spiritual 

life retreat where we went to a church about 40 minutes away and stayed 

for a day and a half. It was a trip for people interested in being on the 

spiritual life team on campus and it was pretty fun. On Friday the 21st I 

went with a group to Washington DC to attend the March for Life. This 

was the second time I’ve been to DC for the March for Life and while 

quite tiring it was a good trip. I am also planning on visiting Fort Wayne 

seminary with a couple of pre-seminary guys this Friday. 

So far, my classes have been going well, I’ve been getting back into the 

swing of everything and have been doing a lot of review of vocab for all 

my languages. In my German class we got back into everything 
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extremely quickly and my German professor had a exam worth 10% of 

our overall grade on the Friday we returned so we only had three days to 

study for it. He also gave us a list of 125 words to memorize for it. 

Speaking of my German class, two people who took German 1 decided 

to not take German 2 because it didn’t fit in their class schedule so 

besides me there is only one other person in the class. This makes it a bit 

tough as a lot of the class is us working on problems and examples in 

class so now there’s a lot more for the two of us to do. But overall, 

everything is going quite well and it's looking like it will be a pretty good 

semester. I also learned my Individual Financial class is an eight week 

and doesn’t start till mid-March. My philosophy class is at Dominican, a 

college nearby and while I have taken a class there before it was 

completely online but this semester my class is in person. It is roughly a 

mile away but it’s a very nice neighborhood so it’s a pretty nice walk. 

Although I will say today it was so cold my eyelashes were freezing over 

which reminded me of home and Minnesota. 

Thank you and God’s blessings, 

Jacob Franck      

 
 

The next Board of Elders meeting will be  
February 21st at 6:00 pm. 

 

 

 
 

Lay Delegate and  

Alternate needed! 
*Mount Olive needs to designate a lay 
delegate and alternate to serve as a 
representative of Mount Olive Lutheran 

Church at our LCMS Minnesota North District Convention 
on May 9-11 in Brainerd, Minnesota. If you are interested or 
want more information about what this entails, please talk to 
Pastor Franck or see one of the Elders. Thank you. 
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Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North 
District: 
 

January 19, 2022 
  
Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North 
District: 
  
We have received word that Rev. Charles Horkey (Faith, Sioux City, 
IA), was taken to be with his Savior in heaven on January 14, 2022. 
Funeral Service will be held at 10:30 am on Saturday, January 21, 
2022, at Faith Lutheran Church in Sioux City, IA. Visitation will be 
at the church on Friday, January 21, 2022 from 4:00 – 8:00 pm. 
  
Pastor Horkey served St. John Lutheran Church, Wheaton MN and 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Monson, MN from 2007 until his 
retirement in 2011. 
  
Please keep the Horkey family in your prayers, asking that God 
would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with the 
precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord has 
taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
                                                
 Peace to you in Christ, 
Rev. Donald J. Fondow 
District President 
  
". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' says 
the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their works 

accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13). 
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Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Anya and Winston Greiser on the 

birth of their second child, Holly Joy.  She was born 

Sunday, January 16, and was 6lbs 6oz.  Mom and 

baby are doing great.  This is Bunny Hein’s 9th Great 

Grandchild!  Awesome.  I guess we can mention also; 

congratulations to Robin and Randy Muench!  Many blessings to 

all members of the family. 

 
 

"Can’t Thank you enough!"  This was a 
hard journey to go through, still not done 

but, seeing the end "Thanks be to God!"  
Thank you for taking the time to send all 

the wonderful cards and for your prayers, 
they sure were needed! 

Holly and Jeff Suronen 

 
Thank you to the Mt. Olive family for 
praying for me during my bout with 
covid.  Your prayers and card were so 
nice and appreciated.  Thank you! 
You are a blessing!  Sincerely, Julie Jones 

 
In Our Prayers for Healing  

Robin Muench 

Delila Olson 

Dagmar Seybold 

Holly Suronen 
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    6 Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 40 years 

  7 Jeff & Holly Suronen, 40 years 

13 Karen & Bryan Brandt, 14 years 

 
 

February Birthdays 

   2 Gwen Chambers 

            Steve Linngren  

   3 Lois Mertz 

   9 Phyllis Franck 

 10        Lisa Shearer 

 11 Jon Farchmin 

 15 Thomas Von Hagel 

 Barb Wedward 

 17 Nikki Robbins 

 Kellen Sheedy     

 19 Barb Sheedy 

 21 Pat Johnson 

 24 Emery Stepec 

 25 Lilianna Meichsner 

 26 Karen Brandt  

  


